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[Organization Name] to host a food drive for Ozarks Food Harvest
City, Mo.—[Organization Name] is hosting a food and fund drive for Ozarks Food Harvest at [location] [Date] through [Date] between [Times]. Donations collected will go to Ozarks Food Harvest’s network of 300 nonprofit food pantries and feeding sites across 28 southwest Missouri counties.

[Organization] is asking for the community’s help to feed hungry Ozarkers in need by donating food or funds.

Ozarks Food Harvest is the only food bank in southwest Missouri, and serves 20,000 individuals each week. 

“[Company] believes in helping its neighbors,” said [Name, title at Company]. “That is why we are proud to join Ozarks Food Harvest’s mission to Transform Hunger into Hope.” 
Missouri has the fifth highest rate of child food insecurity in the nation, and according to Ozarks Food Harvest, one in five Ozarks children do not know where their next meal is coming from. The Food Bank also says due to the high unemployment rate, many families are now forced to survive on much smaller incomes. Individuals tell OFH they oftentimes must choose between paying rent and buying groceries. 

Most needed items for Ozarks Food Harvest currently include (*No glass is accepted.):
· Boxed & canned meals (soup, macaroni and cheese, Hamburger Helper)

· Proteins (canned meats, tuna, chicken, Spam)

· Canned fruits & vegetables

· Pasta & canned spaghetti sauce*

· Peanut butter & jelly*

· Baby items (diapers, wipes, formula, baby food*)
· Kitchen staples (flour, sugar, spices, oil*, condiments, salt & pepper)
· Paper products (plates, napkins, eating utensils, cups)
 
For every one dollar donated, The Food Bank provides $10 worth of food distribution and services. OFH’s distribution goal is 12 million pounds of food and supplies annually. 

Ozarks Food Harvest is the Feeding America® food bank for southwest Missouri, serving more than 300 hunger relief organizations across 28 Ozarks counties. The Food Bank reaches 20,000 individuals weekly and distributes one million pounds of food monthly. Ozarks Food Harvest was named the 2011 Small Business of the Year by the Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce. Learn more at ozarksfoodharvest.org and at facebook.com/ozarksfoodharvest.
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